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A

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL

North-East India is well known as a backward region in the country. Here development is
the panacea for all the problems the region is submerged in. It is a fact that without proper
planning development is not possible. So development and planning are actually two sides of the
same coin. ILis said that this region is lagging behind the rest of the country due to lack of proper
planning in the regional level. 1t is allegedly claimed that this region is bypassed in the central
policy and planning. To uplift this region at par with the national level North Eastern Council
{ (NEC) and Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (MDoNER) are there. The
researchers will verify the facts and figures associated with these claims and counter claims.

Research is a sine qua non for development of a country. Research should be part and parcel
in higher education. But in the colleges of Assam research is not satisfactory due to reasons very
obvious to understand. Because of burden of classes and clerical work load among the teachers,
‘and the financial crunch, research in the colleges is not encouraging. In the draft New Education
Policy(NEP)-2019 of the country research universities are proposed to focus equally on research
and teaching. A special agency named National Research Foundation (NRF) is also proposed to
grant competitive funding for outstanding research proposals across all disciplines. But itseems
the scope of research in the colleges is going to be reduced in the NEP-2019.

This collection of selected research based articles is the outcome of the UGC sponsored
Mational Seminar organized by the Department of Economics on 23™ February, 2018. This research
endeavour by the Department of Economics certainly created a spate of research environment in
the campus. :

Dr. Abinash Bharali, Assistant Professor in Economics, edited this anthology and made
a good attempt for publication of this anthology, though the last instalment of the financial
assistance is not received from the UGC. So another work is added to the corpus of publications
by Dr. B.K.B. College, Puranigudam, Nagaon.

[ hope this publication will be a remarkable contribution for understanding the develor
scenario of the MNorth-Eastern region. Students, r chers and academics of different disciplines
will find in this publication new thoughts and views for better understanding this region which is
still an enigma for the rest of the countrymen.

»
Wt

i
Nripen Gh. Das
Principal
Dr. B.K.B. College, Puranigudam
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IMPACT OF FEMALE LITERACY IN REDUCING INFANT
MORTALITY IN INDIA

Shraddhanjali Bhattacharjee
Research Scholar
Department of Economics, Gauhati University

Ritusmita Gautam
Research Scholar
Department of Economics, Gauhati University

ABSTRACT:

A nation’s development cannot be empowered only through achieving higher gross
domestic product. Its socio economic development is implanted by human development goals.
United Nations put forward millennium development goals in 2000 where infant mortality
is an indicator to observe progress towards the fourth goal by the year 2015 that is to reduce
child mortality. Infant mortality rate is considered as an indicator of the health status not
only for infants but also for the socio economic status of a country. It is defined as the deaths
under one year of age in a year per 1000 live births. The prevailing high infant mortality
has been 4 matter of concern from pre independence period. Female literacy is regarded as
2 key instrument for the empowerment of women. Providing education to women increases
the decision power, self-confidence and capability to access health care services. A wide
regional variation in female literacy and infant mortality rate is a common feature in India.
There has been 4 strong relationship between female literacy and infant mortality. Studies
suggest that economic growth, improvement in income, mother’s education and medical
infrastructure have contributed successfully in declining infant mortality rate. The present
paper atempts 1o understand the statewide variation of infant mortality rate in India and
determines the factors affecting decline in infant mortality rate. The study found that .fcmale
iteracy rate is significant at 1% level with expected negative sign., i.e., infant mortghty rate
i‘ negatively related with female literacy. Higher the female literacy rate lower will be the
mfant mortality rate and vice versa.

Keywords: Female fiteracy, Infant mortality, Per Capita NSDP, Health Services
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Population and its Impact on Land: A Smdy .
Nagaon District of Assam

Shraldlianjali Bhattacharjee & Ritusmit, Gautqy,

——

‘ntroduction:

Popula-ion is growing rapidly, a burning topic across the world associateg

\sith the iss 1e of challenging environmental and econoniic outcomes. At presen; B
I1e popula ion of the earth is estimated to have reach 7.7 billion people. Ther, ;,
reat press are on the natural resources (water, land) due to overpopulation (Gar,
'017). Lan1 is one of the most important natural resources. Rapid populatior
zrowth inuicates more space tc provide food and accommodations to millions of
people. Land cover and land uce pattern on earth reflect the interaction of human
activities and the natural environment. All agricultural, animal and forestry
production depend on the land productivity. Destruction of our environmentalsy
occurs due to unmanageable use of land. Therefore regular monitoring of land
use change is essential for sustainable development of the land. The growing =
movement of population and more demand for food, clothes and shelter have
noticeably altered the land use practices. Nagaon district of Assam exhibitsa =
considerable change in land usie pattern due to pressure of population. Nagaon
being one of the populous districts of Assam has experienced unprecedented
population growth over the pa 't few years. Population of Nagaon stood at 2823763 &
in 2011 (Census 2011), the district has decadal population growth of 22% with
9.05% highest percentage share to state population among all the districts of Assam. &
In terms of population density. Nagaon ranked 5" (711 per sq. km). It is imperative |
to study all the aspects of inerent or induced environmental changes to create &
awareness and participate i1 environment protection. In this study, land man
symbiosis has been taken up to draw a comprehensive picture of the population
growth in Nagaon district and the impact of population pressure on land.

Objectives of the study:

The main objectives of the study are-

1. To examine the trends in growth of population in Nagaon district of
Assam.

2. To study the Impact of growing population on land.
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L e Erudition

Education of the Visually Impaired Learners Through
Braille Method

Jahangir Hussain Alom

Introduction:

Living and educating of different categories of special needs children was very complex in the 18®
and 19% century, but it has been becoming very easy and convenience in the 21% century. Although the
advancement of science and technology has made the world very easy, the education and living standard
of the special needs children could not be improved as per the expectations and demands of the people.
Because, people still cannot remove their wrong perception or prejudices from their mind that ‘disability’
is the consequence of the sin of earlier life. Among the different categories of special needs children,
visual impaired children are the most challenging of all. Their life style and education are more difficult
and complex than the other categories. Their life is full of challenges and sufferings in every sphere.
Visually impaired children are those who have vision problem or blindness. They are also known as sight
loss; as a consequence they are unable to see anything in the physical world, not even light. Visually
impaired children are mainly categorized into two types: partially blind and total blind.

Visual impairment refers to a significant functional loss of vision acuity. It is a condition of vision
loss of a person to such a degree as to qualify as an additional support need through a significant limitation
of visual capability resulting from either disease, trauma, congenital or degenerative conditions that cannot
be corrected by conventional means such as refractive correction or medication (Arditi and Rosenthal,
1998). The Persons with Disabilities Act (1995) categorized visual impairment into two categories 1.€.,
Blindness and Low vision, and defined blindness as “blindness refers to a condition where a person
suffers from any of the following conditions-

(i) total absence of sight; or

(ii) visual acuity not exceeding 6/60 or 20/200 (Snellen) in the better eye with correcting lenses; or

(iii) limitation of the field of the vision subtending an angle of 20 degree or worse.”

And low vision is defined as “Persons with Low Vision” means a person with impairment of visual
functioning even after treatment or standard refractive correction but who uses or is potentially capable
of using vision for the planning or execution of a task with appropriate assistive device” (PWD Act,

1995). Hence, it is generalized that the visual impairment adversely affects on the holistic development of
the children. It creates difficulty among the visually impaired children to adjust with society, and consequently
they suffer from anxiety, insecurity, depression, emotional disturbance and other psychological problems.

Braille Method of Education for the Blind Learners’

The education of blind children did not truly gain momentum until a methodology- a workable
system of reading and writing was devised. Early effort to resolve this problem included a system of
knots, a length of twine, writing on wax-tables, and the use of covered wood Roman letters. None of
these gave rise to an enduring and workable system. Louis Braille was born on 4* January, 1809 near
Paris. He was blinded at the age of three while playing with one of his father’s harness making tools. At
the age of ten he attended the local village school. Later, he was admitted to the Royal Institute for Blind
Youth in Paris. At the age of 19, he joined in a school as a teaching faculty in 1829. He was presented a

Assistant Professor, Department of Education, Dr. B.K.B. College, Puranigudam, Nagaon
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Dot Position in the Braille Cell
Learning the dot positions in the Braille cell is helpful, but not essential for discriminating letters,
numbers, and punctuation. There are many strategios that teachers have used to teach the spatial position
and dot numbers of specific dots in the Braille cell. One of the most widely used methods is using a
muffin tin with tennis balls, These dot positions-
¥  Encourage the student to Identify the one symbol that is different within a group of three
symbols, two of which are identical,
»  Lncournge the student to match Braille configurations.
»  Lincournge the student to identify the spaces on a line of groups of Braille symbols with one
or more spaces between them.
¥ Encournge the student to identify the groups of symbols when given a line of Braille symbols
and groups of Braille symbols,

Earlier, education of the visually impaired learners in the common school was considered as a big
burden. The problems faced by the visually impaired were numerous because of their blindness and
negligence of their family as well as the society, They have mostly been deprived in every sphere of their
life especially in educational domain upto the first decade of the 19" century. After the invention of
Braille method, education of the visually impaired learners has become more accessible and convenient.
The Braille method has also improved the positive attitude and self-confidence among the visually impaired
learners. Now-n-days, it is also seen that the learners having vision loss have become more advanced in
technology. As such, the Braille method proves to be a very fruitful and effective learning method for the
visually impaired learners,
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